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REMARKS 



Claim 1 and Q are pending in the subject application. Claims 1 and, 9 have 
been ainctKicd. Support for the amendments can be found throughout the present 
specification, clmms. and drawings as filed, e.g.. at the paragraph bridging pages 37- 
38. Accordingly, after entry of this amendment, the pending claims will bo claims 1 
and 9. No new matter has been added. 

The amendments to the claims are being made for the purpose of expediting 
prosecution and are made without prejudice or waiver. Applicants reserve the right to 
present the original or previously-pending claims in this or a continuing appHcation. 

The Applicants appreciate tlie Examiner's thorough examination of the subject 
appUcalion. The Applicants, however. respcctfuUy request reconsideration of the 
subject application based on the above amendments and the following remarks. 

Pj:n-V"r.T!'i2!l!: fi:' ^ New Drawings 

In the Office Action at Section 5, the Examiner stated that new drawings are 
required. However, in a brief telephone interview on April 12, 2006 with Applicants' 
undersigned representative, the Examiner agreed that the previously-submitted 
drawings were acceptable and that no new drawings are required. Applictmts would 
appreciate Uie Examiner's acknowledgment that the drawings are acceptable in the 
next Office Action or Notice of Allowance. 

Applicants point out that the arrangement of Fig. 1 1 of the present application 
is shown in Fig. 4 and described at paragraphs (0016] and [0017] of the Japsmcse 
Unex^imined Patent Publication JP-A 8-88762 (1996) and the arrangement of Fig. 12 
of the present epplication is shown in Fig. 14 and paragraphs (0074] to (0077] of the 
Japar^cse Unexsimined Patent PubUcation JP-A 7-302073 (1995). 
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RciccUpjlpf r^l^jll^^ imder 35 U.S.C, S102(el 

■ The Examiner has again rejected claims 1 and 9 under 35 USC 102(e) as being 
anlicipalcd by U.S. Patent Number 6.486.971 to Kawamoto ("Kawamoto" or the 
"Kawamoto Kefcrencc"). The Applicants respectfully traverse these rejections in view 
of the above aitiendments and for reasons detailed below. 

As Applicants understand the reference, Kawamoto discloses an apparatus in 
which the first and second first enlarging/reducing process devices (53a and 53b of 
irigs. 6 and 7) each include a FIFO memory 63. The first enlarging/redacing process 
device 53a and the second enlarging/reducing process device 53b are disclosed in 
Figs. 3 and 4 of Kawamoto. Because each of the cnlarfiing/reducmg process devices 
(53a and 53b) provided with a FIFO memory 63, two FIFO memories are required in 
the apparatus of Kawamoto. Thus, Kawamoto cannot teach or suggest the apparatus 
of tl.c present invention having a single FIFO memory, e.g.. as illustrated in Fig. 5 of 
the present specification. 

Furthrrmorc, while Kawamoto shows (e.g.. in Fig- 5 thercol) that a single 
enlarging/ reducing process device is provided, and a single FIFO memory is provided, 
Kawamoto fails to disclose that the enlarging variable magnification unit and the 
reducing variable maenification utut are constituted by separate units, e.g.. as shown 
in Fig. 5 of the present specification. 

Still further, in Figs. 3 to 5 of Kawamoto, the enlarguag/reducing process device 
is connected to the memory device 35 via the memory I/F 54. However, Kawamoto 
does not disclose the constitution of the memory device 35, ar.d Kawamoto does not 
teach or suggest that the memory device of Figs. 3 -5 is constituted by a FIFO 

memory. 

In view of the foregoing cUscussion. Applicai^ts respectfully submit that 
Kawamoto cannot .mticipate (nor render obvious) the presoxat invention as claimed in 
claim 1 (as amended), in which, inter alia, an image processing apparatus mcludes a 
sLnrlc fust-in, firsL~out memoiy for carrying out wr-ite/read processing of ,mage data; 
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mid the enlarging variable magnification unit and the reducing variable magaincation 
tmit ace separate units. 

As to pending claim 9, Applicants contend that the Kawamoto reference does 
not disclose each &xiA evciy element of the claim, and therefore does not anticipate 
claim 9. Kawamoto provides (e.g., at column 5, line 66, through column 6, line 2) that 
the raagnirication ratio for the main scanning direction is enlarged and reduced by the 
enlarging/reducinij process devices 53a and 53b. Thus, the image data subjected to 
variable-magnification processing is sent to the printer control device 36, which 
controls the LED writing head 37. That is, in Kawamoto, the printer control device 36 
otily controls the LED writing head 37 on the basis of the image data subjected to 
enlfjxt,4ng/redudng processing to print the enlarged/reduced image data. The 
variable-magnification processing is not carried out by the printer control device 36 
according to Kawamoto. Therefore, Kawamoto does not disclose variable- 
magiiification processing of the data from the FIFO line memory by increasing and 
decreasing a number of on/off of the gates by the variable-magnification processing 
means, as dftimed in pending claim 9. 

For at least the foregoing reasons, Applicants contend that reconsideration and 
wiQidrawal of the rejections under 35 U.S.C. §102(e) is proper and the same is 
requested. 

p<>i>.H[rm_nr f^laims under 35 XJ.S.C,..^n2, firgt paragraph 

The Examiner rejected claim 1 under 35 U.S.C. §112, first paragraph, as 
allegedly failing to comply with the enablement requirement, The Examiner appears to 
take the position that the present specification does not provide enablement for an 
cmbocUmeat of the invention in which a read signal for the FIFO memory is started 
efjrlicr thfin the write signal. 

Applic:ants respectfully disagree. As the Examiner has noted, the instant 
spociHeaUon, e.g.. at page 40, fines 13-22, provides clear support for the claimed 
aspect of the invention. Although the Examiner states that "this portion of the 



PAGE 11/13 * RCVD AT 6/2612006 5:32:42 PM [Eastern Daylight rime] * SVR:USPTO-EFl(RF-3i13' DNIS:2738300 * CSID:6174394170 * DURATION (inm-s$):03-56 



JUN-26-2006 HON 05:33 PM E A P & D FAX NO. 6174394170 



H. Taiiaka, cl til. 
USSN: 09/618,537 

I'aee 8 1 
SpcciftcalioTi apparently does not and cannot bo appUcd to figs. 4-6," AppUcants 
contend that one of ordinary skill in the art would be able to make and use the ' 
invention tin claimed based on the teachings of the cited portions of tiic specification 
and the specification as a whole. 

Moreover, Applicants note that the language to which the Examiner points no 
longer appeals in claim 1 (as amended herein); new claim 13 is now directed to.tWs 
embodiment of the invention. 



Clai m O bie etions 

The l^xatnincr objected to claim 9 for alleged inforxnaUtics. 



the 



At lines 3 and 10, the Examiner suggested tliat "image data" should be "i 
image data." While Applicants respectfully contend that the claim was clear as 
previously pending, to expedite prosecution the claim has been amended as suggested. 

At line 13, the Examiner suggested that a new line should start after "ration 
[sic]". Solely to expedite prosecution, AppHcants have amended tlic claim as 
suftacsted. 

hi the last lino of cUiim 9, the phrase "the plurality of image forming means" has 
dear antecedent basis in the recitation, at line 4 of claim 9, of "a plurality of image 
forming means." Applicants therefore contend that no correction is or should be 
required. 

CONCLUSION 

It is respectfully submitted that the subject application is in a condition for 
allowance. Karly and favorable action is requested. 
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Applicants condiUonally petition for a further extension of time to provide for 
the possibility thfit such a petition has been inadvertently overlooked and is required. 
As providt^d below, charge Deposit Account O4-1105 for any required fee. 

The AppUcants beUeve that no additional fee is required for consideration of tlie 
within Rcspoiisc. However, if for any reason the fee paid is inadequate or credit is 
owed for any excess fee paid, you are hereby authorized and requested to charge 
Deposit Account No. 04-1105. 



Respectfully subnoittcd, 



Date: Junc_26^.2O06 




Mark D. Russett 
Reg. No, 4-1,281 

EDWARDS ANGELb PALMER as 

DODGE LLP 
P.O. Box 55874 
Boston, Massachusetts 02205 
(617) 439-4444 
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